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IGADD Ministerial Conference Opens in Nairobi 


EA1505172795 Nairobi KNA in English 
1120 GMT 15 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Nairobi, 15 May (KNA) 
— The first session of the ministerial committee on 
the revitalization of Inter-Governmental Agency for 
Drought and Development (IGADD) and on expanded 
cooperation among member states opened in KICC 
| Kenya International Conference Center], Nairobi, today 
to look into modalities of transtorming IGADD into a 
broader and more effective regional organization. 


In his Opening remarks, Foreign Affairs Minister Mr. 
Kalonzo Musyoka said the initiative of the leaders 
of state of IGADD member states to revitalize the 
organization with an expanded mandate encompassing 
economic, environmental, humanitarian and security 
issues was expected to create an enabling environment 
for sustainable economic and social progress within the 
region. 


He said the committee would consider and recommend 
ways and means of restructuring IGADWU to incorporate 
the prevention, management and resolution of conflicts, 
and the harmonization of trade, tra sport and commu- 
nication sectors as well as the promotion of research in 
science and technology. 


Mr. Musyoka called on the IGADD members to look 
into improving the relationship and understanding with 
the donor community so as to develop a meaningful and 
productive cooperation since the magnitude of resources 
required for the transformation was beyond the ability 
of member states. [passage omitted | 


Ministers To Form 3 Task Forces 


EA1505213695 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 15 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Texi © :otsters attending the Inter- 
governmental Authority o« | cought and Development 
[IGADD] conference in Nairobi today resolved to form 
three task forces to look into various aspects of the or- 
ganization. 

The task forces include one on restructuring the or- 
ganization, one on amending its charter, and a third 
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on enhancing internatioal support. The one-day summit 
was chaired by Foreign Affairs and International Co- 
Operation Minister Kalonzo Musyoka, and attended by 
ministers from Djibouti, Eritrea, Sudan, Ethiopia, and 
Uganda. 


Comesa Seeks To Mediate Sudan-Uganda Dispute 


EA/105120595 Nairobi KNA in English 
0620 GMT 11 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lusaka, Zambia, 11 May 
(KNA/PANA) — The Common Market for Eastern and 
Southern Africa (Comesa) says it wants to intervene in 
the conflict between Sudan and Uganda. 


The sub-region’s trade body's secretary general, Bingu 
Wa Mutharika, said in Lusaka on Wednesday [10 May] 
that its current chairman, Malawian President Bakili 
Muluzi, has asked the neighbors of the two bickering 
states to mediate the current dispute. 


This will start with a roundtable meeting at which Su- 
danese and Ugandan officials are expected to negotiate 
out their differences, he told journalists here. 


Bingu Wa Mutharika said this at a Lusaka airport news 
conference shortly after his arrival from Malawi and 
Kenya where he discussed various political conflicts 
within the Comesa region. 


He said the mediation committee to be formed by Pres- 
ident Muluzi will not involve any military intervention, 
but will build upon existing initiatives by other orga- 
nizations and countries. Comesa will take the already 
existing initiatives by other organizations and countries 
to bring Sudan and Uganda to the negotiating table. 


Once President Muluzi has completed with the mecha- 
nism we will announce the committee, Mutharika said. 


Other conflicts in which Comesa intends to intervene are 
those between Eritrea and Sudan, as well as in Angola, 
Burundi. Rwanda and Somalia. 


Muthartka said the sub-regional organization has de- 
cided io intervene in member-states conflicts, in line 
with its fundamental principles of maintaining peace and 
stability as a way of promotion development. 
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Burundi meeting asked the Burundi Government to initiate con- 


Humanitarian Organizations Suspend Operations 


LD/505160195 Brussels La Une Radio Network 
in French 1500 GMT 15 May 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Humanitarian organizations 
have suspended their operations in Burundi for a week. 
They will only deal with emergency cases. 


Humanitarian organizations are complaining about in- 
creasing insecurity in Burundi. They have accused the 
Burundi government of not fulfilling its promises to en- 
sure the safety of humanitarian operations. A week ago, 
a Greek employee of an American Catholic organiza- 
tion was killed in the north of the country. 


Opposition Plans Protest, Accuses President 


EA1205202595 Bujumbura ABP in French 
1533 GMT 12 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Bujumbura, 12 May (ABP) 
— The National Recovery Party [Parena] led by 
ex-president of Burundi, Colonel Jean-Baptiste Bagaza, 
will organize a demonstration March on Sunday, 
14 May, to demand tha’ president of the Republic, 
Sylvestre Ntibantunganya. take responsibility for the 
Intagoheka [Kirundi: "the unrelenting"| Hutu mili- 
tiamen, of which they say he is the founder, and 
that he denounce collusion between the Interahamwe 
[pro-Republican National Movement for Democracy 
and Development militia] and Intagoheka genocide 
perpetrators. This was stated in an appeal to party 
members, which urged tuking part in the demonstration 
in large numbers. 


The Parena Party, which is [words indistinct], intends 
to denounce the political-economic causes of ths heavy 
losses of public funds spent on war efforts on the part of 
the Intagoheka, and to denounce trips by the Burundian 
head of state, which it describes as useless, ruinously 


expensive, and irresponsible. The Burundian head of 


state has been on a visit to Europe for the past two 
weeks. The demonstration will also denounce the fact 
that investment has been discouraged [words indistinct] 
by President Ntibantunganya and opposition youths. 
[passage omitted] 


Uprona Calls For Rapid Repatriation of Rwandans 


EA 1305183095 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 13 May 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Uprona | Union tor National 
Progress] Party’s Central Committee and parliamentary 
group met yesterday. One of the subjects discussed was 
the flow of Rwandan refugees into the country trom 
Kibeho, in the southwest of Rwanda. Participants at the 


tacts) with the Kigali authorities, and the international 
community, to repatriate the refugees as soon as possi- 
ble. While awaiting a solution to the problem, the Up- 
rona suggests that all the refugees be gathered in known 
areas under the control of the security forces to prevent 
wrongdoers from hiding among them to disrupt security 
in the country, as has already been seen in many areas. 


The Uprona asserts that the government has full powers 
to identify and isolate suspects amoung the refugees, par- 
ticularly holders of firearms. The Uprona also asks the 
Rwandan Government to give the names of presumed 
killers to the Burundi Government, so as to facilitate the 
extradition of those caught in Burundi, and stresses the 
fact that the proliferation of arms in Burundi is of con- 
cern to the people, especially after the arrival of many 
former soldiers and Interahamwe militiamen. 


In conclusion, Uprona asks for better control of Bu- 
rundi’s borders so that the country does not sink into 
a disaster at a time when Burundians are searching for 
peace. 


Rwanda 


Official Denounces New Party Formed in Belgium 


EA1305173695 Kigali Radio Rwanda in French 
1800 GMT 12 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The process of setting up 
the international tribunal is making very good progress. 
This, at least, is the opinion of the UN secretary 
general's special representative to Rwanda, Ambassador 
Shahryar Khan, who announced this at his weekly news 
conference yesterday. [passage omitted] 


A list of 400 suspected criminals to be tried has already 
been established, and a number of these people have 
already been arrested by a few Western countries. 
For instance, two people — Mr. Vincent Hezimana, a 
former lecturer at the national university, and Alphonse 
Higaniro, the former manager of the Rwandan Match 
Factory Corporation — have been arrested in Belgium. 


These two arrests are not enough, Dr. Jacques Bihoza- 
gara, the minister for rehabilitation and social integra- 
tion, told Mr. Corset, the private secretary [words in- 
distinct] and adviser for African affairs at the Belgian 
Foreign Ministry, during their talks yesterday. Minister 
Bihozagara regretted the fact that other members of the 
death squad are still moving about freely, and with im- 
punity on Belgian territory. | suggest that you listen to 
him: 


[Begin Bihozagara recording] Last week there was a 
demonstration in front of the Rwandan Embassy, and 
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we regretted the fact that Mr. Seraphin Rwabukumba 
[brother of Agathe Habyarimana and sponsor of Milles 
Collines radio, the Hutu extremist radio], who is said 
to be associated with the death squads, was among 
the demonstrators, and is circulating freely in Belgium. 
There is also a party which in our opinion is a rein- 
carnation of the MRND [Republican National Move- 
ment for Democracy and Development], which is called 
the Rwandan Party for Democratic Unity [Parti pour 
le Rassemblement Democratique Rwandais], and whose 
president is Mr. Francois- Xavier Nzabahimana [ minister 
of trade between 1990 and 1992]. This party is simply 
the MRND in a new form. 


We also know who this party’s members are. The mem- 
bers include former soldiers under the last Rwandan 
Government. They include, notably, financial backers 
like Felicien Kabuga [former head of the Radio Milles 
Collines]}, and all these people ure moving about freely 
in Belgium. The party was created in Belgium after dis- 
cussions with refugees in Gomw camp in Zaire. Clearly 
this is a sensitive issue, and we are sure that Belgium 
is aware of this. 


We did draw the Belgian deleyation’s attention to the 
tact that we cannot discuss refugee repatriation for a- 
long as Belgium and other countries like France anv 
(*hers become the hatching ground for people who are 
iaining to come back to complete their genocide plan 
jend recording] 


Minister Bihozagara and Mr. Corset also touched 0” 
the Kibeho events, which led Belgium to suspend the 
a‘d that it had allocated to Rwanda. Indeed the two 
countries, Rwanda and Belgium do not share the same 
views on this issue. The Rw..ndan minister is more 
of the opinion that Belgium has found an excuse to 
implement what it had not dared say aloud well betore 
the Kibeho incidents. [end recording] 


Zaire 
Government Urges Calm, Declares Disaster Zone 


AB1305163495 Paris AFP in English 
1425 GMT 13 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Kinshasa, 13 May (AFP) — 
Zairians were urged Saturday [13 May] not to panic 
over the outbreak of the deadly Ebola virus in the Kik- 
wit region, while the World Health Organisation moved 
to trace its spread. WHO said the haemorrhagic virus 
had killed at least 49 people as of Saturday. Sixty- 
six others are being treated for the disease, according 
to figures released by WHO here. Most of the victims 
were recorded in Kikwit, WHO spokesman Shishiku Lu- 
mumba told AFP following a meeting of humanitarian 
organisations. 
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Mosango, Bonga and Vanga, situated midway between 
Kikwit and the capital, have also been affected, Lu- 
mumba said. Lumumba said the humanitarian organisa- 
tions had agreed to increase their "material support" to 
the government-established crisis committee in a bid to 
control the outbreak. 


In a tracing operation to begin Sunday, WHO hopes 
to find potential new cases and determine how far the 
outbreak has spread, WHO spokesman Philippe Stroot 
said Saturday in Geneva. “Active tracing of contacts 
will also identify additional cases and ensure that those 
individuals get medical attention quickly," Stroot said. 


No cases have yet been discovered in the capital itself, 
but a nurse suspected of being infected with Ebola fever 
was reported Saturday to have run away from a clinic 
in N’Gaba, a northern suburb of Kinshasa. "We must at 
all costs find her as she constitutes a potential danger, 
and put her in quarantine.” a crisis committee member 
said Saturday. The government had earlier appealed to 
Zairians "not to panic." 


A government statement read out over national radio 
Saturday said Kikwit, 400 kilometres (240 miles; east 
of the capital, had been declared a “disaster zone" and 
placed in quarantine. The statement, which followed a 
cabinet meeting Friday, urged people to pay particular 
attention to hygiene to avoid contracting the disease. 


Cabinet ministers observed a minute’s silence for the 
victims of the virus before expressing gratitude to the 
international community for "the diligence of its inter- 
vention,” while at the same time calling for “greater 
solidarity.” The cabinet paid tribute to "medical person- 
nel, both foreign and national, for the courage and the 
dedication which they have shown," underlining "that 
of the first 28 deaths, 90 percent of the victims were 
health personnel.” 
People in Kikwit were "generally calm but afraid" and 
were getting help trom the health authorities, WHO 
representatives here said. "Health workers are touring 
Kikwit with megaphones advising people to go to the 
general hospital if they have symptoms of the disease. 
Relatives of victims are being advised not to use 
traditional methods of cleaning and preparing the bodies 
for burial. This could increase the risk of transmitting 
the virus,” the representatives said. 


WHO experts were also providing health workers in 
Kikwit with advice on sterilising techniques, use of 
protective clothing and sanitation and hygiene to reduce 
the risks of transmission. A transport plane carrying 
medical equipment trom the United States, including 
plasma. gloves, masks, and rubber shoe covers, was due 


This report may contain copyrighted maternal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


4 CENTRAL AFRICA 


to land in Kinshasa on Sunday, WHO spokesman Stroot 
said. 


Officials: Ebola Epidemic Under Control 


ABI505101795 London BBC World Service 
in English 0615 GMT 15 May 95 


[From the "African news"| 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] In Zaire, the governor of 
Kinshasa has ordered troop reinforcements to set up 
more roadblocks east of the capital to control the spread 
of the ebola virus. Sixty-four people are now said to 
have died of the infection, most of them in the town of 
Kikwit, but three cases have also been reported in the 
town of Kange, less than 200 km from the capital. 


Yesterday, some 20) foreign journalists, who visited 
Kikwit, were detained by the Zairian authorities on their 
return to Kinshasa but they were later released. Health 
Officials say they are confident the ebola fever epidemic 
is now under control. They are now appealing to those 
showing symptoms ot the disease to come forward so 
they can be isolated. 


Two Possible Ebola Cases in Kinshasa 


AB1505163695 Paris AFP in English 
1632 GMT 15 May 9* 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Kinshasa. May 15 (AFP) — 
Two possible cases o the deadly Ebola virus have been 
reported in the Zaircan capital of Kinshasa, a crisis 
committee set up by the government said Monday [15 
May]. 


Committee Chairma: Bopenda Bo-Nkumu told  re- 
porters however there was "nothing definite” about the 
report which came from an area commissioner in the 
capital who might not know enough about it to judge. 


"A special technical team is researching into the two 
cases to identify and localise them,” he added. 
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Meanwhile 25 foreign journalists were to be isolated 
after travelling to the worst affected town, Kikwit, 
Bopenda said. He said he did not know their identities. 


They were detained on their return to Kinshasa Air- 
port for two hours Sunday before civic authorities in- 
tervened. 


Bopenda urged the government to use “every means" 
to enforce the quarantine but could not explain exactly 
what that meant for the reporters, other than that it 
would be a “health control" conforming to guidelines 
laid down by the World Health Organisation. 


"We are not being Malicious, no harm will come to the 
journalists,” he said, criticising the international media 
for going to Kikwit without authorisation. 


He added that tl.ey could be sent to a clinic in Kinshasa 
and that, while ne did not know their names, a "special 
committee” did. 


Kikwit Journalists Ordered Quarantined 


LD1505201595 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1830 GMT 15 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] We move on to the Ebola 
fever cpidemic in Zaire. [passage omitted] 


The Zairean Health Ministry has just ordered that 
foreign journalists returning from Kikwit, the main seat 
of the Ebola virus epidemic, be put in quarantine in 
Kinshasa. According to the secretary general of the 
ministry, the journalists will be confined in a clinic in 
the capital for 28 days. I want to stress that they are 
not under arrest, added this Zairean official. Around 
20) foreign journalists went to Kikwit on reporting 
assignments on 14 May. [passage omitted] 
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Kenya 
Moi Accuses Leakey, Others of Disrupting Peace 


EAIS05191495 Nairobi KNA in English 
1525 GMT !5 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Nairobi, 1S May (KNA) 
— His Excellency President Daniel arap Moi today 
criticized those who are trying to force Kenyans to 
adopt political reforms which were not suitable for the 
country. 


President Moi stressed that any political reforms to be 
undertaken must stem from the people themselves and 
not be forced on them by foreigners. The president 
pointed out that Kenyans were mature enough to deter- 
mine their political destiny since they knew what was 
good for them. 


President Moi at the same time said that no political 
party with foreign backing will be registered in the 
country. President Moi said that anyone who colludes 
with a foreign power to destabilize the country is 
commiting a treasonable act and will be dealt with 
firmly with the full force of the law. 


President Moi was speaking at Nanyuki Municipal 
Stadium in Laikipia District during a public rally. 


President Moi said that the government was aware that 
opposition leaders Wamalwa Kijana, Paul Muite and 
Raila Odinga have formed groups whose aims were to 
disrupt peace in the county. President Moi criticized 
Mr. Paul Muite for calling for civil disobedience in 
the country, adding that even the intended party by Dr. 
Richard Leakey was aimed at furthering that cause 


The president said that Leakey could not be trusted to 
lead Kenyans since while i;, the Kenya Wildlife Service 


he was biased in his management and even fenced off 


areas in parks bordering farms where he had personal 
interests. President Moi noted that the well-being of 
Kenyans was of the utmost importance to him and he 
will not allow anyone to gamble with the future of the 
country. 


The president further noted that many countries in the 
continent have been destroyed by people who merely 
want positions without taking full responsibility that 
goes with those offices. [passage omitted] 


The president noted that, even when choosing a political 
party, Kenyans should be guided by a sense of nation- 
alism and only support the political party that respects 
national interests. [passage omitted] 


The president once again called on the local media to act 
more responsibly and be accurate in their reports. Pres- 
ident Moi particularly critized the British Broadcasting 
Corporation for alleging that Kenya, Sudan, Zaire and 
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Burundi were out to destabilize Uganda. President Moi 
said that Kenya had no interests in destabilising any 
country and will not be a party to such a scheme. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Somalia 


Muslim Movement Gives Ultimatum to Faction 
Heads 


AB1305194895 Paris AFP in English 
1754 GMT 13 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, 13 May (AFP) 
— The Somali Islamic organisation Jihad al-Islam 
pledged Saturday [13 May] to fight against the country’s 
faction leaders unless they reach a solution within 
two months to end the current political impasse in 
Somalia. Spokesman Shaykh Abbas bin Omar told a 
press conference it was inevitable for Somalia's Islamic 
Organisations "to launch a holy struggle against these 
political faction leaders if they failed to bring any sort of 
solution to the political impasse." It was the first public 
statement by the apparently fundamentalist organisation. 


Abbas appealed to all Islamic organisations to come to 
a congress which, he said, woulc organise "an overall 
Holy war" against those he called "the leaders who 
work on the bases of tribalism and ignorance." He said 
the enrollment of hundreds of healthy young Somalis 
had already begun in several regions. However he 
declined to disclose the number of Islamic fighters and 
the whereabouts of their headquarters, or to say who 
was financing them. He added that his organisation had 
“branch offices in Sudan, Pakistan, Kenya and Yemen". 
He said his organisation formed "a new power base 
which has emerged at the right time to rescue the Somali 
people from the plight of civil war.” 


"We will give an ultimatum to the faction leaders to 
surrender, leave the country or bring a solution to the 
problems within the stated period", he said. It was 
possible, he added that the Islamic Jihad could enter 
an armed confrontation with the faction leaders. Several 
armed Islamic organisations operate in the strife-riddled 
country, among them al-Itihad which controls several 
districts of the country. 


Group Threatens ‘Holy War’ 
LDI40S101095 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0630 GMT 14 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] In Mogadishu, nine civilians 
— eight children and a woman — have been killed, and 
23 persons injured. [passage omitted] 


The Somali Islamists are displeased that the fighting 
is continuing, and they are now threatening to take up 
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arms against the faction chiefs unless they find within 
two months a solution to the country’s political impasse. 
Monique Mas: 


|Mas] In his first public statement, Shaykh Abbas bin 
Omar advocates a holy war. This is suggested by 
the very name of his fundamentalist organization, the 
Jihad al-Islam. Shaykh Abbas is promising to wage this 
holy war against those whom he describes as heads of 
factions founded on tnbalism and ignorance, in other 
words, the two great rivals, Farah Aidid and Ali Mahdi. 
Shaykh Abbas gives them two months to bring the 
country out of the political impasse. Meanwhile, he is 
calling on the country’s numerous Islamic organizations 
to hold a congress. 


He says fighters have already been enlisted and armed. 
He does not say how many, or with what money, but he 
admits to having offices in Sudan, Pakistan, Kenya, and 
Yemen. The leader of al-Ittihad |as heard], the country's 
main Islamic organization, says it can count on backup 
by the Taleban of Afghanistan. 


In other words, everything seems ready for a holy war, 
whose aim, Shaykh Abbas says, is to save the Somali 
people fr »m the disaster of civil war. 


Ali Mahdi Says ‘Full-Scale War’ Likely 


ABI6051:12195 Paris AFP in English 
0843 GMT 16 May 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, 16 May (AFP) 
— Mogadishu is on the brink of full-scale civil war, 
Somali warlord Ali Mahdi Mohamed warned Tuesday 
[16 May] after the closure of the Green Line across the 
divided capital and a spate of killings and car hyackings. 
"The chances of all-out war in Mogadishu are greater 
than ever,” the self-styled Somali “president” suid in a 
speech in northern Mogadishu, which hix Abgal militias 
control. 


The Green Line separating north and south Mogadishu 
was Closed after a rash of killings there and an exchang> 
of fire between rival militias after car hiyyackings. 


In the south, warlord Mohamed Farah Aidid, Ali 
Mahdi’s bitter rival, is locked in a battle for control of 
the Somali National Alliance (SNA) with his former 
financier, businessman Osman Hassan “Atto.” 


Colonel Abdi Hassan Awale "Qeybdid,” an Osman Atto 
ally sacked recently by General Aidid as SNA secretary, 
has ignored his dismissal and continued to turn up 
for work at SNA headquarters. On Sunday, he arrived 
with “technicals" (armed pick-up trucks) and about 26 
militiamen, ordering them to secure the building and 
change locks. Dozens of Aidid’s militiamen rushed 
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to secure his adjoining residence, but no shots were 
exchanged. 


On Tuesday, Aidid issued a statement after a meeting of 
175 of his supporters, accusing Osman Atto of treason 
and ordering the confiscation of property under his 
control if he did not back down by the expiration of 
a 48-hour deadline on Thursday. 


Somalia has been without a president since the ousting 
of dictator Mohamed Siad Barre in January 1991. Fears 
that the pull-out of UN troops at the start of March 
atter an inconclusive two-year mission would lead to 
full-scale battles for Mogadishu’s port and airport have 
proved unfounded so far, but sporadic clashes between 
militias have continued. 


In his speech, Ali Mahdi called once again for a 
government of national unity, saying that if it was 
not formed within two months, clan leaders throughout 
Somalia would tear the country apart. 


Somaliland’s Egal Bans EU Representative 


AB/I5S05115495 London BBC World Service 
in English 0615 GMT 15 May 95 


[From the "African news" | 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The president of the self- 
declared Republic of Somaliland, Mohamed Egal, has 
banned the representative of the European Union from 
the country. Mr. Egal said the representative, (Sigad 
Aelen), had ordered the cancellation of a series of aid 
projects, and had been holcing discussions with local 
leaders without the permission of his government. Mr. 
Eval said that his quarrel was not with the European 
Union but with Mr. (Aelen) personally. He said he 
would welcome continued cooperation and support from 
Europe. 


Uganda 


Official Paper Alleges Plot To Overthrow Regime 


ABI4OS1IS4AS9S Paris AFP in English 
1320 GMT 14 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Kampala, May 14 (AFP) — 
Uganda's neighbours are conspiring to assassinate Pres- 
ident Yoweri Museveni and overthrow his government 
using mercenaries from Angola and Gabon, the offi- 
ctal NEW VISION newspaper alleged here Sunday [14 
May |. 


Quoting Ugandan security reports, NEW VISION said 
that Burundi, Kenya, Sudan and Zaire were plotting 
with Jonas Savimbi's Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola (UNITA) to kill Museveni and forcefully 
overthrow his government. 


[ms report may contain copynghted material. Copying and dissemination 


is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Other mercenaries to carry out the plot, purportedly 
hatched last month at the Zairean Marble Palace security 
headquarters in Kinshasa under the auspices of the 
Zairean High Council, would be drawn trom crack units 
in Gabon, the paper alleged. 


It said that intelligence experts from Burundi, Kenya, 
Sudan and Zaire and observers from unnamed European 
countries were among 37 people who attended the 
Kinshasa meeting April 18 to 22. 


"The main agenda at the meeting was to get information 
about Museveni’s hobbies and his weaknesses and to put 
final touches to the plot, with a view to killing him,” the 


paper al'eged. 


Saying that the Kinshasa meeting was one of several 
held by Ugandan neighbours to destabilise Uganda, the 
paper quoted the security report as declaring: "We will 
crush them, as we know whatever they are doing ” 


It named Zairean security chief Brigadier-General 
Ilunga Shamamba, assisted by chief of staff Colonel 
Bongambo Kasongo wa Ebuta, formerly head of the 
Zairean intelligence unit SARM, as having been man- 
dated to head a 20-member team to implement what it 
called a “coup d’etai” in Uganda. 


It also listed names of people from security organs in 
Zaire, Gabon’s General Intelligence Unit and UNITA, 
which it alleged would carry out the plot with the help 
of Zairean personnel and soldiers. 


The charge is the most serious Uganda has made against 
its neighbours Kenya to the east, Sudan to the north. and 
Burundi and Zaire to the west. 


Relations between Uganda and Sudan hit rock bottom 
last month, Kampala severing diplomatic ties with 
Khartoum after the two traded accusations of supporting 
each other's rebels. 
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Relations between Kampala and Nairobi have also been 
cool in the last few months after Kenya accused Uganda 
of supporting a rebel group, led by self-styled Brigadier 
John Odongo, seeking to overthrow President Daniel 
arap Moi's regime. 


Four Citizens Charged With Treason 


ABI105143295 Paris AFP in English 
1315 GMT 10 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Kampala, May 10 (AFP) — 
Four Ugandans, including a leading businessman, have 
been charged with treason for plotting to overthrow 
President Yoweri Museveni's regime. 


The four, who include Kampala businessman Joseph 
Lusse, were arraigned in the capital on Tuesday [9 May] 
on charges of plotting to overthrow the government be- 
tween August 1994 and May this year. being members 
of the rebel Uganda Democratic Alliance/Army cur- 
rently operating against the government in the central 
Buganda region. 


Lusse is facing a treason charge for the second time, 
after he was acquitted of the same charge by another 
court in 1991 due to lack of evidence. 


Activities by rebel groups agitating for the reintroduc- 
tion of a federal system that would give greater regional 
powers to the recently-restored Kingdom of Buganda, 
have intensified in central region. 


The region is inhabited mainly by the influential 
Baganda ethnic group that strongly supported Mu- 
sevent’s National Resistance Army in its five-year 
bush war that eventually ousted the regimes of former 
president Milton Obote and General Tito Okello. 


This repon may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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IFP Makes Changes to Parliamentary Leadership 


MBI505103195 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
15 May 95 po 


[Report by Jovial Rantao] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] By yesterday, the deadline for 
political parties to revise their parliamentary lists, the 
IFP | Inkatha Freedom Party] was the only party that had 
made dramatic changes to its leadership in Parliament. 


The IFP is to move its secretary-general Dr Ziba Jiyane 
and MP Faith Gasa from Cape Town to the KwaZulu/ 
Natal provincial government in Ulundi, waere they are 
expected to help write the province's constitution. 


The Star has been told that Jiyane position at the 
National Assembly will be taken by Prince Nhlanhla 
Zulu, a member of the IFP national council. Gasa’s 
replacement has yet to be announced. 


A committee was formed to look at the possibility of 
transferring IFP MPs, including its president and Home 
Affairs Minister Mangosuthu Buthelezi to KwaZulu/ 
Natal, although Buthelezi and various IFP spokesmen 
have vehemently denied he might return to provincial 
pol-ties. 


The ANC, is not expected to make «ny dramatic changes 
but it has referred its list to the List Committee, which 
wa responsible for drawing up the list of names of 
people who went to Parliament. 


Giving a vote of confidence t- its five MPs and 
candidates on its list the Pan-Afric..nist Congress [PAC] 
has decided not to make any changes, PAC secretary- 
geveral Maxwell Nemadzivanani told The Star. 


Democratic Party leader Tony Leon said his party 
had not made any major changes, but had replaced 
individuals who had either died or left the party. 


The Freedom Front said it would only juggle people on 
its reserve candidates list. The party will revise the list. 
for 1996, at its congress on May 20). 


The National Party will also not make any major 
changes, said spokesman Danie du Plessis. 


The African Christian Democratic Party has decided to 
retain its two MPs. One of them, Louis Green, said the 
only major change was the removal of Dr Thamsanga 
Bam from the Gauteng provincial list, pending the 
finalisation of the legal action which ensued after Dr 
Bam was suspended by the party and reinstated by 
the Supreme Court. Green said the party had decided 
to appeal against a Supreme Court decision that Dr 
Bam who was suspended by the party for failing 
to account for funds received from the Independent 
Electoral Commission be reinstated. 


FBIS-AFR-95-094 
16 May 1995 


South American Ships Arrive for Naval Exercise 


MBIS05182695 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 1600 GMT 15 May 95 


{|FBIS Transcribed Text} A flotilic of warships from 
Uruguay, Argentina, and Brazil satle into Simonstown 
today to prepare for the biggest naval excrcise to be 
held in South African waters. Renee Schiebe reports: 


| Begin recording] [Schiebe] The South Americans were 
greeted by a warm Simonstown suurise, a 21-gun 
salute, and all the usual pomp and ceremony. Even 
Zoe, the local naval mascot, joined in the welcome. 
The foreign ships include three corvettes, two frigates, 
and a replenishment vessel all equipped with state-of- 
the art radar and antisubmarine technology. They were 
joined by South African Navy ships, including combat 
support vessels, strike craft, and a submarine later this 
week. The participating navies will carry out joint anti- 
warfare exercises some 2() nautical miles west off 
Cape Town. Task force leaders say their mission is to 
improve their combat capability and fosier friendship 
and understanding between the South African and South 
American navies. 


{Unidentified Brazilian Nav: spokesman] The Brazilian 
Navy is very pleased to be here to make this operation 
in South Africa. 


|Schiebe] The South American ships will be open to the 
public at the waterfront next weekend before they make 
the long journey home. [end recording] 


British Shipyard Details Bid To Win Navy Contract 


MBISO0S163195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
IS88 GMT 15 May 95 


|FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town May 15S SAPA — 
A British shipyard, one of two remaining contenders 
to supply the South African Navy [SAN] with four 
corvettes, unveiled details on Monday [15 May] of its 
R3.2 billion [rands}] countertrade package, which will 
create an estimated 25,000 jobs. 


Murray Easton, chief executive of Glasgow-based 
Yarrow Shipbuilders, said his company was “confident” 
of winning the contract if full attention was given 
to its technical bid and countertrade proposals. Mr 
Easton, accompanied by the lord provost of Glasgow, 
Mr Tommy Dingwall, and the general secretary of the 
British Amalgamated Engineering Union, Mr Gavin 
Laird, are in South Africa to present details of Yarrow’s 
bid. A cabinet decision on the controversial corvette 
contract is expected on Wednesday. 


Yarrow’s countertrade package, which exceeds the 
undisclosed value of the contract, is designed to slot 
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in with key objectives of the Reconstruction and 
Development Programme, specifically in job creation, 
housing and education. It includes the purchase of all 
available raw materials from South Africa, the purchase 
of R435 million in equipment and services from South 
African industry, skills training for 200 South Africans 
in Britain, and an initial R40 million allocation for 
10,000 houses in South Africa. 


Mr Easton, who described the tendering process as 
“absolutely normal”, said Yarrow had been negotiating 
primarily with Armscor [Armaments Corporation of 
South Africa], but had also contacted other government 
departments before finalising its countertrade proposals. 
He said the other contender for the contract, the Spanish 
shipyard Bazan, had 9!s> met the technical requirements 
of the South African !v 


Technical speci! -2.:ons or the ships were “confiden- 
tial”, but added th» «2 7. 9-metre vessels were intended 
to patrol South Africa s iong coastline and its 200-mile 
exclusive economic zone (EEZ). The ships will be sup- 
plied without any weapons systems, but could be eas- 
ily converted to give them an offensive capability. The 
corvette contract was not in any way linked to South 
Africa s bid to supply Ruoivalk helicopters to the Royal 
Air Forrce, he said. British High Commissioner Sir An- 
thony Reeve said there were well-established links be- 
tween the South African and British navies. Yarrow had 
built a number of other vessels for the SAN, including 
the oceanographic survey ship SAS Protea. 


Government Approves Global Arms Restriction 
Pact 


MB1 505162395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1544 GMT 15 May 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Parliament May 14 SAPA — 
South Africa is set to ratify a global pact aimed at 
restricting the use of certain conventional weapons — 
mainly landmines — following approval by the National 
Assembly and Senate Foreign Affairs committees. 


Cabinet decided in August last year that South Africa 
should become a party to the “convention on prohibi- 
tions or restrictions on the use of certain conventional 
weapons” (CCW). The CCW which came into force on 
December 2, 1983, has been ratified by 43 United Na- 
tions member countries. Its aim is to restrict — in certain 
circumstances prohibit — the use of certain weapons 
which have caused indiscriminate death and injury to 
millions of people, including civilians. The CCW in- 
cludes the treaty and three protocols of which the most 
substantive deals with landmines and their use. Member 
states have agreed to make the landmine protocol more 
restrictive at a UN review conterence in September. 
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Reaction to Mercenaries’ Contract With Sierra 
Leone 


MBI1205172095 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1520 GMT 12 May 95 


[From the "PM Live” program} 


|FBIS Transcribed Text] The government has reacted 
angrily to news that the alleged mercenary group 
Executive Outcomes has signed a contract for military 
training with the government of Sierra Leone. Deputy 
Foreign Aftairs Minister Aziz Pahad said today South 
Africa should not become an exporter of mercenary 
activity. 


{Begin recording] [Pahad] It would be the most dan- 
gerous thing if the one key aspect that we export at 
the moment is mercenaries, and we are totally opposed 
to South African mercenaries fighting anywhere. We 
are (oid there are four or five countries that particular 
groupings are going in. We will now open up the debate 
to see whether the law cannot be tightened up to pre- 
vent South African mercenaries....[pauses] Once again. 
let me explain why. South Africa has had the reputation 
of using its armed forces in the whole destabilization 
process. We can’t now have the reputation of using the 
saime personnel to fight in mercenary conflicts in other 
purts of Africa. Not because it's wrong anyway, but 
also, what guarantee is there that those mercenaries will 
not regroup to come and do the same thing here — to 
destabilize the South African democratic government. 


For various reasons, we are tota!ly opposed to this, and 
we will ask for a relook at our laws to see whether 
we can tighten up the laws to prevent mercenaries from 
lighting abroad wherever they are. We want to take this 
to the OAU to try to get a continental perspective on 
this, because, as members of the central organ, we are 
involved in the five or six areas of conflict in Africa 
—— that’s Somalia, Burundi, Rwanda, Liberia and Sierra 
Leone. 


{Correspondent Ferrial Hafferjee| Is tightening of the 
law the only option that’s open to us? 


|Pahad] Well, you see, short of them convincing the 
countries who are recruiting the mercenaries that tit’ 
should not do it, we will take a political offensive. 
We will look at the laws, we will look at all other 
meihods, but there is no other way. You see, unless 
you tighten up the laws, you can’t convict, or you can" 
arrest people. or you can’t stop them. This is a new 
democracy. We are told that you can’t take passports 
away, you can't prevent people their democratic right 
to leave the country. We want to also ge and discuss 
with the relevant bodies — Er ecutive Outcomes, we are 
told there are other bodies — to explain to them that it’s 
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not even in their long-term interest to continue in this 
way. It is Causing great uncertainty, and countries will 
Start acting against them, you know, and maybe other 
countries will have the capacity to ban people who are 
involved in the whole recruitment of mercenaries from 
the continent, and that might be another way of dealing 
with it. [end recording] 


South African Press Review for 15 May 
MB1505122495 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 
THE STAR 


Country’s ‘Achievement’ in Nuclear NPT Conference 
— A page 10 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in 
English on 15 May notes “the value of South Africa's 
achievement” at the month-long review conference 
on the Nuclear Non-F soliferation Treaty (NPT) which 
has just concluded its work in New York. "It was 
essentially a South African proposal that bridged a 
yawning gap between the five official nuclear states and 
the large number of non-nuclear states rar ed against 
them.” "It is achievements such as the ‘ne at the 
NPT conference which will keep us on the map as a 
recognised player to be taken seriously, to be consulted 
and, most importantly, to be traded with and invested 
in.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


ANC Sweeps Corruption ‘Under the Carpet’ — A 
page 10 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 15 May questions the ANC’s "willingness to 
deal with corruption" and points to the party's handling 
of accusations against Winnie Mandela, Allan Boesak, 
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and Rocky Malebane-Metsing. "In each case, the ANC’s 
initial instinct was to hope the problem would go away.” 
In the case of Winnie Mandela and Malebane-Metsing, 
"despite mounting evidence of financial impropriety, 
it was only their blatant defiance of party discipline 
on political issues that forced the leadership to act." 
BUSINESS DAY believes the ANC’s "party image 
and unity" are the ANC’s top priorities. "Intra-party 
indiscipline seems the worst possible offence, while 
corruption is something to be swept under the carpet 
if possible.” 


Protesters Who Take Hostages — A second editorial 
Suggests kidnapping charges against protesters who take 
hostages should become "the rule, not the exception.” 
It is the "only way to stamp out what is becoming a 
distressing, if apparently spontaneous, adjunct to a range 
of demands for improvements in pay or in working or 
social conditions." 


THE CITIZEN 


Truth Commission Not Necessary — "Since we do not 
believe that a Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
is either desirable or necessary, we cannot commend 
the Justice Committee of Parliament for approving the 
Bill that will set up the commission,” begins the page 
6 editorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 
on || May. The paper believes that delving into past 
violations of human rights "may not only embarrass 
the National Party and the ANC but also open a can 
of worms that would best be left closed." Besides, 
reconciliation is a "key objective of President Mandela, 
who has achieved wonders in this regard in the first year 
of office of the government of national unity. We would 
preter this matter to be left in his hands." 
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Angola 
UNITA Says Government Concealing Warplanes 


LD1I595192395 Lisbon Radio Renascenca 
in Portuguese to Europe 1900 GMT 15 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Angola, the National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] has 
said that in the last few days the Angolan government 
has been concealing warplanes to escape monitoring by 
UNAVEM III [UN Angola Verification Mission], the 
UN mission in the country. 


UNITA, through its radio station Vorgan, called on the 
international community to stop Luanda from plunging 
the country into war again. Vorgan added that peace is 
here to stay. 


Cabinda Border Closed Due to Ebola Virus 


MBI505202695 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 15 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Angolan-Zairian border 
in Cabinda Province was closed today to prevent people 
infected with the ebola virus from settling in our 
country. [passage omitted] 


The provincial government’s decision was announced 
at 4 meeting with health, migration, and border guard 
ofticials. Commercial exchanges along the border have 
been banned, and residence permits for Zairians living 
in Cabinda will not be extended. The decision follows a 
recommendation by the Provincial Health Directorate, 
whose chief noted that no ebola outbreak has been 


reported in the region. 


UN General Ends Visit With ‘Positive Image’ 


MB1605060595 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 15 May 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] UN General Manfred Eisel 
has concluded his visit to Angola. He said he was 
leaving with a positive image of Angola and added 
that he expected peace to take root here. As for the 
UN peacekeeping forces, he said the United Nations 
will make every effort to ensure the success of the UN 
Angola Verification Mission |[Unavem]-3 operation, but 
he warned that the Angolan people must work hard at 
achieving peace. If Unavem-3 fails, there will be no 
Unavem-4. [passage omitted] | 


[Begin Eisel recording, in English fading into Por- 
tuguese translation| I am returning with a positive image 
of this country. The Angolan people certainly look like 
they have had enough war. Certainly, there is a rea- 
son for cautious optimism about peace in Angola. For 
now, it is significant that 1,000 UN soldiers have al- 
ready made it here. [passage omitted] 
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We hope the Unavem-3 operation will be successful, 
because it is certain there will be no Unavem-4. This is 
bound to be the last UN mission, and it must succeed. 
Let us hope that we succeed in this process and that 
lasting peace will be created for this beautiful country. 
lend recording] 


Swaziland 


Finance Minister: Government Funds ‘Now Dry’ 


MB1305160795 Mbabane THE SWAZI NEWS 
in English 13 May 95 pp 1, 28 


[Report by Martin Dlamini] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lobamba — The Minister for 
Finance Dr Derek von Wissell, yesterday said govern- 
ment coffers for the day-to-day running of government 
are now dry. 


This is because the 1995/96 budget has still not been 
approved by parliament. 


The minister said government no longer has money to 
meet financial obligations, which includes the paying 
of the sitting and travelling allowances of members of 
parliament. 


A very worried Dr von Wissell said he is now busy 
scouting for funds because last year’s budget, which 
had to be supplemented, was completely exhausted. He 
warned of serious consequences if parliament continues 
to delay the passing of the 1995/96 budget. 


The minister disclosed this yesterday in the Senate 
shortly before the lunch break. He raised the issue after 
senators had indicated that they wished to postpone 
debating the Ministry of Finance until Monday [15 May] 
so that they may prepare questions for the Swazi Bank. 


This move seemed to irk the minister, prompting him to 
stand up on a point of privilege and raise government's 
position, financially. "Mr Chairman, it is now May and 
Parliament is still debating the budget. I am afraid 
government no longer has money and as a result 
Members of Parliament are not being paid their monies. 


"Usually, government uses money left over from the 
previous year to operate during the debate of the budget 
but it seems this process has taken too long and the little 
money that was there is finished. 


"This is because last year’s budget was finished and had 
to be supplemented so I am now trying to find a way 
of financing government obligations. 


"IT wish this House can take His Majesty's words when 
Opening parliament this year, that we must be paid for 
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a days work. Now you have only spent three hours here 
and you want to take a break. 


"I also get tired as you do, I start work at 7 am in the 
morning until late every day. I know that the senators 
want to debate the Swazi Bank issue and want to prepare 
for it over the weekend, but I would like to say one must 
not make it become a decisive issue,” he said. 


The President of Senate Lawrence Mncina then inter- 
vened. 


He said the minister should not put the blame of 
the delay in approving the budget on the Houses of 
parliament. 


"The budget itself came late for debate to parliament 
and there were unforeseen events which took place that 
disrupted the proceedings of both Houses. 


"We should not start blaming one another but try and 
work together in order to finish on time," Mr Mocina 
said. 

Senator Walter Bennett then stood up on a point of 
order. He said: "We never said we wanted to debate 
this ministry on Monday and we never said we wanted 
tc prepare specifically fin the Swazi Bank issue." 


Mr Mocina interrupted Sen. Bennett and called upon 
the senators to consider the concern raised by Dr von 
Wissell. 


“He is also a human being like the rest of us and he 
was just expressing his concern over the delay, there is 
nothing wrong with what he has said." 


The senators eventually agreed not to postpone the 
debate on the Ministry of Finance and it proceeded after 
lunch. 


Official: Swazis Reject Multiparty Democracy 
MBI1605113895 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 


in English 16 May 95 p2 
|Report by Sibusiso Mngadi] 


|FBIS Transcribed Text] People of Swaziland unequiv- 
ocally and voluntarily rejected multi-party democracy 
in Swaziland, Government has said. 
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In an interview with an International Magazine, "The 
Courier" which was recently published, Deputy Prime 
Minister, Dr Sishayi Nxumalo said "the people of 
Swaziland said political parties must wait for a mo- 
ment.” 


Dr Nxumalo also claimed that even if a referendum 
were to be held, the people would still reject multi-party 
democracy. 


He said in part: "We believe that we consulted the 
people in the kind of referendum we know best which 
has served this country for many years. You look around 
and tell me where there is pexve. So we have our own 
structures which have stood the test of time...We are not 
afraid of any other form of referendum. If someone were 
to give us a lot of money to run that sort of exercise, 
we will welcome it.” 


He added that about 95% of the country’s population 
wanted the Tinkhundla [traditional community councils] 
system of government. 


Dr Nxumalo also noted that membership in political 
parties in the country does not exceed 100 people. "We 
are talking about people who want multi-party politics," 
he said. "The same individuals were invited to stand for 
election. So many of them stood and lost. Of course it 
is natural to say when you have lost; ‘ah well, this thing 
does not work’." 
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Ghana 


MP’s, Ministers Hold Emergency Meeting 


AB! 305195495 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1800 GMT 13 May 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] A special meeting of members 
of parliament of the NDC [National Democratic Con- 
gress] and members of cabinet was held at the Parlia- 
ment House today. The meeting, which occurred at the 
instance of the president, discussed a number of burn- 
ing national issues. These included the value-added tax 
[VAT] and the problems associated with its implemen- 
tation, and the current labor unrest including the strike 
action by members of the UTAG [University Teachers 
Association of Ghana], which has led to the closure of 
the country’s universities. 


The meeting also reviewed the violent demonstrations 
organized in Accra last Thursday [11 May] by the 
Opposition parties resulting in the death of five people 
and left several others injured. Members of parliament 
used the opportunity to g've some feedback from their 
respective constituencies on a number of government 
policies. They addressed. in particular, the VAT and 
the high cost of living. The MP’s were in turn briefed 
on the option which the - xecutive was considering to 
alleviate the economic hardships, including a reduction 
in the level of the VAT. 


The final proposal for the review of the VAT, which 
will be placed before pu:tiament when it formally re- 
convenes next week, will be informed by the views of 
the MP’s based on the feedback from their con:tituen- 
cies. There was exchange of views on the methods to 
be adopted to ensure that a reduction in the level of the 
VAT will reflect positively on the cost of living. 


The meeting was also briefed on the salary adjustments 
which formed part of the package of measures which 
the government is introducing to improve the salaries 
of civil servants, teachers, nurses, and other categories 
of workers including those in subvented organizations. 


The MP’s noted the efforts made to resolve the impasse 
on the university campuses to enable the students 
resume their academic studies. The meeting observed 
that the disagreement over whether book allowance 
should be designated in dollars or cedis was a matter that 
could easily have been resolved if UTAG had submitted 
it for negotiations instead of embarking on a strike. 
Nonetheless, the meeting was satisfied to learn that the 
chairmen of the university councils are working closely 
with the Ministry of Education to resolve the issue. In 
this respect, the MP’s appealed for magnanimity on the 
part of the ministry and asked for a suspension of the 
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decision to evict the lecturers from their premises if they 
fail to resume work by May 15. 


On last Thursday’s [11 May] violent demonstration in 
Accra which claimed five lives, the meeting took note of 
the decision by the Ministry of the Interior to institute 
an inquiry into the unfortunate incident. The meeting 
was chaired by P.V. Obeng, presidential adviser on 
governmental affairs. 


Rawlings Holds Pre-Summit Meeting With ULIMO 
Leader 


ABI1505192395 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 15 May 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The pre-summit maneuvering 
by Liberia’s main faction leaders is already under way, 
ahead of this week's regional peace meeting being 
held in Nigeria. But the atmosphere would have been 
helped by the current offensive by ULIMO [United 
Liberation Movement for Democracy in Liberia] against 
the NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Jiberia] and 
today, ULIMO Leader Alhaji Koromah has been having 
a word with Ghana's President Rawlings, who hosted 
several previous rounds of Liberian peace «.lks. On the 
line to Accra, Robin White asked Alhaji Ku:romah how 
his meeting had gone: 


| Begin recording] [Koromah] Well, we are on our way 
to Abuja to attend the meeting on Liberia and we 
thought to first stop here in Accra and meet with the 
chairman of ECOWAS [Economic Community of West 
African States], President Rawlings, to raise concerns 
about the need for Cote d'Ivoire and Burkina Faso — 
two strong supporters of Charles Taylor — to play a 
more positive and important role, in order for the Abuja 
meeting and peace t come about in Liberia. 


| White] What exactly do you want these two countries 
to do that they are not doing at the moment? 


[Koromah] Well, they should stop allowing Taylor to 
pass through with arms and ammunition, and beyond 
that they should let Taylor know that he cannot hold the 
Liberian nation hostage — and they are in the position 
to influence Taylor to do it. As long as they do not carry 
on these things, there will be no cease-fire in Liberia, 
because Taylor will never stop fighting as long as he 
has ammunition. 

[White] And what did President Rawlings respond to 
that? 


|Koromah| Well, President Rawlings has said that his 
own commitment is to make sure that there is peace in 
Liberia, and that all of the countries involved should 
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play a neutral role, and this is what he is being 
committed to and he will continue to be committed to 
that, and he appreciates our coming and emphasizing 
these points. 


[White] But did he agree with you that countries like 
Ivory Coast [Cote d'Ivoire] were being unhelpful and 
were backing Charles Taylor? 


[Koromah] No, he didn’t quite say that — and | 
can understand why he wouldn't say that — but he 
did say that now certain countries are playing a very 
important and positive role to try to pressurize the 
players, including Taylor, so that there would be some 
positive agreement. 


[White] Was he at all critical of you and your current 
Offensive against Charles Taylor? 


[Koromah] Not at all! Not at all! Those issues should not 
come about at all, because anybody who wants to push 
something like that would clearly be showing that he 
is sympathetic to Charles Taylor, so President Rawlings 
could only emphasize the need for the war to be stopped 
and a cease-fire to be obtained — an! he wasn’t critical 
at all. 


[White] Did he ask you to stop fighting or not? 


[Koromah] Well, he is saying that the fighting should 
stop. He wasn't talking to me personally. He just wanted 
the war to stop. 


[White] With all this verbal skirmishing already starting, 
is it at all likely that you are going to reach any kind of 
deal whatsoever in Abuja? 


[Koromah] Well, I am always optunistic. ULIMO is 
always optimistic, because we have nv choice in Liberia. 
We have to have peace. That is why | have come here, 
in order to engage in discussions that will contribute 
to the making of the peace, because if Cote d'Ivoire 
and Burkina Faso play the role that they should play in 
Abuja, I think there will be final peace. [end recording] 


Nigeria 


Liberian Factions’ Meeting Begins 


AB1505221395 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 15 May 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] A meeting of the foreign 
ministers [as heard] of the committee of nine on 
Liberia opened today in Abuja, with all the countries 
involved in brokering peace in Liberia in attendance. 
Nigeria’s foreign affairs minister, Chief Tom Ikimi, who 
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opened the meeting, called on the warring factions to 
embrace the new momentum generated towards peace. 
Correspondent Garba Abubakar has more: 


[Begin recording] [Abubakar] Chief Tom Ikimi said 
Nigeria and other West African countries are motivated 
to react in view of the human suffering in Liberia. 
He speaks further on the cornerstone of Nigeria's 
involvement in that country: 


{Ikimi] The cornerstone of our mediation effort is 
to facilitate immediate peace tor Liberia through dia- 
logue among Liberians themselves. The point cannot 
be overemphasized that the ultimate responsibility for 
peace in Liberia devolves on Liberians themselves. We 
are merely facilitators. Given this reason, we can only 
appeal to the leadership of all parties to the crisis — 
both armed and unarmed — to muster the courage to 
rise beyond the instinct for personal power. It is para- 
mount for them to allow the interests of the generality 
of Liberians, who long for peace; and the sufferings of 
Liberians will be the focal, if not decisive, element in 
their attitude towards each other at these consultations. 


| Abubakar] In his report, chairman of ECOWAS [Eco- 
nomic Community of West African States] and Ghana's 
toreign affairs minister, Dr. Obed Asamoah, said since 
his assumption of office, 11 meetings had been held 
with three agreements on Liberia. The agreements are 
those of Akosombo in September 1994, which failed 
because the parties involved were not fully represented. 
The Accra Agreement of December 1994, which was 
to rectify the Akosombo Accord, also failed, because 
the AFL [Armed Forces of Liberia] and the coalition 
could not agree on the selection of their candidates in 
the transitional government. And so a mini summit was 
summoned in Accra in January to solve the problem. 


The summit had given the coalition and the AFL two 
seats, but the selection of the coalition candidate, Mr. 
Quiah, a Krahn, would give the Krahns, which has 
only three percent of the Liberia’s population, three 
candidates in the Council of Five, and so the Abuja 
meeting is designed to strengthen the Council of State 
und agree on its leadership and mode of succession, 
us well as solve the backlog of internal wranglings 
among the various functions. The ECOWAS ministerial 
council chairman also said attention is given to the 
political problems in Liberia, while neglecting the cease- 
tire and disarmament process. The meeting is also to 
deliberate on mode of ensuring acceptability of the 
issues involved. [end recording] (endall) 152000 WN/ 
robson sr231505.012 GS511505.019 15/2215 
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